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HAVE 
RETURNED!! 


GODDESS BE 
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I MADE THE 
SANDSTORM 
GO AWAY £ 
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ONCE I WOULD HAVE RIDDEN THE WIND. 
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Oh, FOR SOME \/A SIMPLE 
RAIN-- TO WASH Y MATTER TO 
THE FILTH 
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: YOU'VE BEEN SHOT-- PRETTY BADLY, TOO. 
Sema THE BULLET CRACKED YOUR SKULL, 
PROBABLY GAVE YOU A_CONCUSSION. IT'S 

A MIRACLE YOU EVEN SURVIVED. 
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WHAT AM 1 SAYING?! (49) You * 
WHAT AM I DOING 2/7 F SWUGZ 3 BETRAYED gusgem 
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LIED TOME! 
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UR PRETT 
WORDS ARE 
MASKS, FORGE, 
SN TO MAKE IT 
SAC VY EASIER FOR 
YOU TO 
HURT ME-- 
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-- VENO! 
WITHIN SECONDS -- NO 
ANTIDOTE. 
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IN RELATIVE 
PEACE 
AND QUIET. 
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I LOVE SCOTT--I 
LOVE YOU ALL-- TOO 
MUCH TO LOSE YOU... 


.. THEN OR NOW. 


TITIS A FEVER 
DREAM, AN 


ORORO, MY DEAR 
" CHILD, YOU HAVE AL- 
1 AM MERELY... WAYS BEEN AFRAID. 
TIRED. I JUST WISH 
WHY DO 
YOU THINK I 
TOOK YOU FROM 
YOUR NEST AND 
FORCED YOU 
TO FLY ? 


BUT COULD 

IMAGINATION WOLVERINE‘S 

MATCH - 
FLAME?! 


«+e THE HEAT OF” THE X-MEN ARE IN AMERICA-- 
HALF-A-WORLD AWAY--HOW 
CAN THEY BE HERE 2!2 


AN I'LL PEACE FOREVER, 


DARLIN ‘-- THAT'S 


YOU WERE SAFE THERE--AS A BAB 
IN HER MOTHER'S WOMB. HAD YOU 
REMAINED, YOU WOULD ALSO 


, HAVE REMAINED AN INFANT. 
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FUNDAMENTAL RESPECT. 


I WOULD LAUGH, BUT I HAVE NOT THE STRENGTH. 
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AFTER A WHILE, EYES OPEN. 


WAS THAT SOME 
TEST? DID THE 
BRIGHT LADY SIT 


SMOKE --£2! 


I PRESUME MY 
CONTINUED EXIST- 
ENCE MEANS I 
PASSED-- UNLESS 
THIS, TOO, IS A 
DREAM -- eh?! 
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THE DRIVER COULD NOT... 


SEE THE ROAD-- THE 
WIND... AND SAND-- WE 
ROLLED OVER AND OVER-- 


THERE... WERE FLAMES... OF THE PAIR OF US, I 


AM IN FAR WORSE 
SHAPE. 
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STARVED, N= 


CONCUSSED, 
WEAK FROM 


BROKEN BONES, THANK GOOD! 


1. BUT_EVIDENTLY 
{T 1S QUITE... 


BY THE LOOKS OF HER, IT WILL q 


E 
NOT BE LONG BEFORE SHE 
BRINGS HER OWN INTO THE WORLD. 


CAN_YOU HEAR 
ME? DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 
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1 AM ORORO. 
WHAT {5 YOUR 
NAME? ARE 

\ YOU HURT? 


SHE COUNTS 
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YES! NO. SOMETIMES. IT WASN‘T SO 


u THE CITY WAS BIG AND BRIGHT 
MUCH FUN. THERE WAS LITTLE WORK 


-- DAYS THAT BROIL YOU, NIGHTS 

THAT FREEZE YOU 7O THE MARROW. abe Ee en ae aie 5 
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PA My CLOAK IS SCANT PROTEC- ZZ HE WAS KIND, ORORO, HE DID CARE 

TION, BUT IT [5S ALL WE HAVE. FOR ME. I’M GLAD 1 BEAR HIS CHILD. 
I WOULD HAVE STAYED, IFNOT 

HOULD HA' 


FOR_MY BABY. 1 SHO! 
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SHANI. IT Cam L 
WILL HELP # ‘ Z BUT THEY'RE MY FAMILY-- 
e : THAT'S MY HOME-- THE 

SUNN BABY IS AS MUCH A PART J 
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THROUGHOUT MY DEEP DOWN INSIDE, I 
LIFE, I HAVE FELT I ALWAYS BELIEVED 
THE DRIVEN BY FORCES {T WOULD BE 
ay TRIBE WILL GIVE Wag | ANO ENTITIES OUT-| | SAFER STAYING 
wy HIM HIS HEART THE WAY I WAS 
AND SOUL -- X RATHER THAN TRY 
FROM THERE, Y SOMETHING NEW. 
m HE’LL BE ABLE TO ‘ 4 | GROWTH MEANT 
a GO ANYWHERE, 
DO ANYTHING, 
WHILE NEVER 
LOSING THAT 
SPECIAL BOND 
WITH WHO AND 
WHAT HE IS. 
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OH SO NOBLY 
DENIED HERSELF 
ANY DECENT, HEART- 
FELT EMOTIONS 
BECAUSE THEY MIGHT 
AFFECT HER CONTROL 
OVER THE WEATHER 
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SUFFERING TO 
OTHERS. 


SO CONVENIENT 
A SACRIFICE. I 
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WERE PETTY FEELINGS 
AND YEARNINGS 
AND DESIRES... 
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SOME GREAT 
MACHINE-- 


THERE WAS 
ARABLE SOIL HERE-- 
FARMLAND, AND 

NOT SO LONG 
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BUT THE DESERT 
THIS MUST 
AVE BEEN A 
THE VILLAGE 
ELF. 


SU" 
SUCH A DRASTIC CHANGE 


IN SO SHORT A TIME-- WH 
COULD HAVE HAPPE! 
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ORORO, MY PARENTS ! 
REVERED FATHER-- THIS LIFE TO BE.’ P 


YOU HAVE BEEN 
MISSED, SHANI. 


TO BOTH YOU AND 


YOUR COMPANION, 


I OFFER WATER, 
SALT, BREAD AND 
FIRE. 


.. AND... THY WV SAY YORORO, WHY WON'T 
BLESSINGS FOR SOMETHING, . THEY ANSWER?! 
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VIE IS THE LAWSPEAKER, ORORO, LEADER \ged 
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PERHAPS SO, BUT THE REST 
HAS DONE A WORLD OF GOOD. 
I FEEL MUCH BETTER. z 
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IT 1S NIGHT-- ( 
HOW Is | 


OW LONG INJURIES. ND- Wat 
HAVE I SLEPT? as ‘YB 


YI SAW THEM INA 

VISION. I SENSED-- 
A 7 KNEW-- THAT THERE, 
I WOULD FIND MY DESTINY. 
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SHE HAS BEEN CALLING FOR YOU. 

SHE IS IN A VERY BAD WAY. 
YOUR PEOPLE ON 

o. DANCE TO 
AID HER? 


JO PROPITIATE 
THE SPIRITS, YES. 


AND EVEN IF TRANSPORTATION WAS SENT 
—\_ US, SHANI WOULDN'T SURVIVE THE TRIP. 
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i) (HELP ME, ORORO--HELP 
(e : AIX ME AN! MY BABY BOTH 
yo = -- PLEASE ! 
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SCARED, ORORO, HE 
N‘'T WANT TO DIE £ 
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I AM TRYING 
MY BEST TO 
SAVE HIM £ 
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CX HUSH, WOMAN ! 


WI HE IS NOT 
SHI. BREATHING. 
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WAS I IN TIME-- DIDI DO 

THE RIGHT THING -- WILL HE 

GROW UP HEALTHY AND 
E WOMAN A\ 

{| HER SON. fi 
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SO NATURALY...YETSO VY LIFE 
A MOMENT, » WONDROUS. {S THE 
WIND- MIR 
RIOER... T 


. THE MUSIC, THEIR 
VOICES, MIX TRIUMPH 
AND CELEBRATION... 


THE SONG HAS [FY 44% | Now, AS THEY STRIP MJNARI OF THE VILLAGERS FOLLOW TO 
CHANGED. — [ZARA | HIS ROBES AND BADGES OF OFFICE... . WITH THE EDGE OF THE FIELDS... 
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LOOK ABOUT YOU, ORORO. 
WHEN I WAS A BOY, WE 
LIVED IN HARMONY WITH 
OUR WORLD. IT WAS A 
HARD LIFE, BUT WE 
WERE SATISFIED. 


THEN, OUTLANDERS CAME 
WITH THEIR MACHINES AND 
THEIR TECHNOLOGY, 
PROMISING TO MAKE THE 

O\} DESERT BLOOM. AND THEY 

PROVED AS GOOD AS THEIR 

WORD--OUR LAND TURNED 
GREEN AND VERDANT. 
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FOR A WHILE, 
WE HELD 

PARADISE 

IN OUR HANDS. 
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BUT EACH YEAR, 
MORE FERTILIZER 

WAS REQUIRED TO ¥ A\ 
RAISE THE SAME " 
AMOUNT OF FOOD. 
OUR FLOCKS OVER- 


WINDS BLEW AWAY JM 
THE TOPSOIL. Ai 
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THE OLD WAYS, = fy) 

WE GLADLY CAST a Mir 
ASIDE-- BELIEVING ATTY 
WE WOULD NeveR| Jia ie 
NEED THEM AGAIN.| Ino 
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© WATCHED 
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WITHOUT THEM, 
WE COULD NOT 

PROPERLY WORK 
THE FIELDS. WITH- 
OUT FERTILIZER, 
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Y i Vz WATER TO COMBAT 
a IS THE DROUGHT. 
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HELPLESSLY AS 
THE DESERT jf 
RECLAIMED : 


HOW PROUD 
WE HAD BEEN, 
HOW QUICKLY 


THER 
FOR THE LAND THAT REMAINED 
TO SUPPORT. MANY FLED, MANY 
MORE DIED. A INEW BALANCE 
WAS STRUCK. MY PEOPLE 
NUMBER AS MANY AS OUR 
CROPS WILL SUSTAIN, THERE 
CAN BE NO MORE. 
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MUST BE a: 3 re ah TOO HARSH. 
MADE. P= ed 1w , a 
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THE BALANCE AS THE LAND HEALS, SO IT MAY BE THAT MAN IS MASTER OF OUR WAY WAS NOT 
MUST BE WILL WE -- ONLY, THIS TIME, THE WORLD, BUT IT 1S A FOOLISH MASTER Y ALTOGETHER GOOD, ANY 
MAINTAINED. , WE WILL LEARN FROM OUR WHO WHIPS AND BEATS AND WORKS HIS MORE THAN THE OUT- 
MISTAKES £ WE WILL TREAT IT A SERVANT UNTO DEATH -- ESPECIALLY WHEN, LANDERS‘ WAS BAD. WE 
=\_ WITH RESPECT AND CARES THEIR LIVES ARE BOUND TOGETHER., 


1 AM SORRY, MJNARI. IF NOT FOR 
ME -- SAVING SHANI AND THEN HER 
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FAR TO SAY THAT, BECAUSE 


OF YOU, A LIFE HAS 


MY DAY IS DONE, ORORO. BUT SHANI'S 
BABY REPRESENTS HOPE, A CHANCE FOR 
THE FUTURE, A NEW BEGINNING / WAS 


THAT 1S WHAT 
MAKES THIS A 
GOOD WAY TO DIE. ¥, 
THAT, WIND-RIDER, 

IS WHY WE 
CELEBRATE. 
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. OF A FRIEND ~ 
I HARDLY KNEW. 
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AAND YET, THOUGH HE IS GONE, |s 


I STILL HEAR HIS VOICE... ‘T{ “SOMEWHERE ON THESE PLAINS, LG 
: 7 | ITIS SAID THAT, COUNTLESS AGES =p 
— = ” . a 8 AGO, THE HUMAN RACE BEGAN. Wy 
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TIME, ITS WISDOMAND | 
EXPERIENCE MUST TEACH... 
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"., LEST YOUTH AND 
IMMATURITY BRING 
ABOUT UNWITTING 
CATASTROPHE. 
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A BLEND-- A PERSON WHO IS BOTH ONE AND 
A THE OTHER, WHOSE MIND COMPREHENDS 
AND WHOSE HANDS COMMAND THE MACHINES... 
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MY GOOD, IF IT BLINDS US TO WAYS 
f OF MAKING OUR LIVES BETTER A TWO HALVES OF THE WORLD-- A SYNTHESIS, 
AN AND HAPPIER. : 
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",., YET WHOSE EYES-- 
AND SOUL-- LOOK 
UPON THEM WITH 
THE WISDOM OF 
TRETAGESS 4 


Ay TANS THE MOUNTAIN I WAS MEANT TO CLIMB, THE PURPOSE-- THE DESTINY-- 
I HAVE SO LONG SOUGHT? A BRIOGE, NOT SIMPLY BETWEEN OLD WA 
BUT RACES AS WELL -- BETWEEN HUMANITY AND ITS MU 
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1 HAVE FOUND 
MY. ~ITIS 
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I HAVE NO POWERS, 
My BOPY CANNOT FLY. 
BUT LONGER 


(T TRULY MATTERS -- 
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